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know what it is about; that is to say, so long as the mind can
educe the proper relations and correlates; but if we come to
an unfamiliar proper name we are in difficulties, because the
mind is failing to make its contribution.
Perception, as used to be said, is "sensation with a fringe of
meaning," and meaning is the result of the mind's activity.
When the meaning is richer and fuller the mental activity
is called apperception, the term implying that something has
been added to mere perception, and that cognitive dispositions
have been permanently enlarged and enriched. Appercep-
tion takes place not only in perceptual thinking, but in
imaginative thinking also. Whenever attention to an object
of thought is sustained, that 'idea,' as the Herbartians say, is
received by an 'apperception mass,' and finds a permanent
place in the mind.
In imaginative thinking the unceasing eduction of relations
and correlates results in the building up of new mental content.
Memory is a reproductive form of imagination, consisting as
it does in experiences that bear apprehended relations of
similarity to past experiences; but what is popularly called
imagination is something much more than this, involving the
constructing of the elements derived from past experience into
new wholes. This constructive imagination may assume two
main forms: we may educe relations and correlates on the
lines laid down by others, or we may ourselves be responsible
for the lines on which the new mental content is formed. In
reading a novel or in following a mathematical argument, for
example, our constructive imagination is imitative; but in
writing a novel or in -working out a new theorem it is creative.
Creative imagination, in turn, permits of subdivisions that are
of some importance for education. Such imaginative thinking
is said to be pragmatic when it is rigidly controlled by con-
ditions accepted from outside, and when it is directed toward
an end, either of action or understanding. The engineer who
plans a new viaduct accepts such control from the laws of
physics, and the framer of new scientific hypotheses must take
proven facts as material for his creations of thought. Imagina-
tion may properly be called aesthetic when no such outside